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hrlstophe Barmeaus design lor
the Cavana 50 places herat ihe
spuertierend of the spoctnum,
wirth bt asyrrrnerric hulls .|I'|F;||.':_'
dagperboards and tulip bowe an
wmepsuad arrisgement with a concave
stam ending with & slightly bulbed
ey 1 ehe wateriine The forward
crossbesm, often Little more than a
leergth ol alumbniuem mnast seetion on
manycats has been elegantlye
incorpor alied It the mould and
strergthened with carbon fibre and
.I|i-.'.II-L:||t;I'. womlarn desiyn
continuesaft with one of thie feaiares
of which Cstana’s englneers are
espestally proud - e sodid bmin pap,
cantilevered ever {he cockpit froe the
eoachreaf with noaddidonal supporis
Weight has ety ket ol of Use boad
25 muchas possthle to allow a full
ETULEEIg, pacveage Lo e eserped withour
oompromising performance: Fos
Instance, a white lacquered carbon
itz fittod as sandard and the
ot jodner work —
routerisls such as

Iriberkaf wees 1t
even where hoay

bo

B oS

Coran are used, Lheir [hickness 15 kept
o @ minkmrm

Ot paper she s a Last, comfortahble
boat, perhaps most lkely tobe seen in
the sun-drenched MediteTranean
Which [z whya windy day in the Salent
LELE r Seuthampton Hoat Shiow,
seemid an ldeal opportunity to pul
herthmugh e paces

Conservative approach
Like most cats, the Catana is ripged
witha reaching sail on the foreatay and
a srmaller, Hatter-cut stoysail om o culter
stay. With i8-20 knots of hreeze
sweeping down Southampéon Water
thee tenm Froan Corang advocated a
maderate epproach, using just the
sravsall and 2 double-reeled maln

In retrospect. this was perhaps too
COFSETVIL W i ~;'l:l|'||.k all the wind
were Jess dramatic than |had hoped
Bt pse et heless he easily managed
around 7.5 knots upwind, while bearing
wway _'_|,|i|,§i|:..' o | up o Iwa RRots,
Letway was noticeable, bul this @n
:;::1r||'|. h-:-,u;*luirw:] by oursailing with

Exeplhent T sezlaliving, the Catana sa's codkpit is spacious
and unclutbened, with coen aess te the saloon
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the daggesboards enly halfway
v owing Lo shidlow wat

Tacking is often regard
mubtitiull’s weak point, but the Catana
ncked refiabhy each time, making an
ungle of around 2o’ With nooption to
back the seif-tacking |th, turns were
dlow with each tack faking sever
woonds s0 when brating in 2 seav
timingt Is likely tobe crucial. Linder
penwes with bath engines mnning
ahead, e turning cirleisovert &
moatlengths giving & mensure of the
wpavct neded Lo tack

Steering Is via chain and rod, which
grves verydirect combral, whibe thetwin
rudders showed themselves 1o be
porwerful gnr)uﬁh o handle the vachi
a5 she powesed up [dide't And
helming o be o great §
howeser, o5 feedback 18 limilted amd Lt
was noticeable that the Cat
temelied (o seedr vin the aulog

The cockpit Invonut is quite diferent
miast al s campelitors. First,
moss of the running rigging s led afi to
abank of clurches anda large eleciric

BT

1lsam

FElRUARY sl

winrh mounted o the contne of the ah
eockpit coaming forming 2 ceniral
contraleansole. Catang have tried hand
1o ke the decks clearal lines and a
mice vouch is the spinmaker tackiines
andsr each deck, emerging at the bow

Anothercruchyl diMerende isthe
heeltm layout The most popular
armangement for cridsing G
singlie posdtion set well forwand under
thebiminkal one side. Ca
chosen twin helms, setwell aft on each
bl otitehde the biminl This worked
well onthe test sail, giving 2xcelbont
forwar hilkiy when salling—allen
cats have a large blmd spot fromi the
helm. Bvery silver fining has a cioud,
howeyer, and the helm positions ane
exposed Lo sun and spray.

For the crew the huge cockptt
unclugeered by heim positions, offersa

1 b

Far beft: the
Catana hasan
imposing
presence. Cendre:
avanity mireer is
neatly concealed
nthe dressang
tahle. Above:a

s oais, mocdErn
saloon Mote the
diagamnally fokled
saloontable

EEnenEus space 1o relay — pyou caneven
16t the hacks of the sewls G coopte
armnchuairs when in part. 1 you fancy
soaking up the sun for @ few minutes
Cataim have ||IOIJH|I!=|J||'| included a
full-bength sun lounges et into Lhe
caksin tog Dedk sbowage 15 exeelient,
with hoge bins under the cockpdr sole
amf large lockers in tha foredece

Boith helmes hove fly-by-wire engine
controlsand under power the boat
proved casily capable of cruising st
around 8.5 knatswith n g 5 knot top
speed Manceuvrability issuperb-
with the bwa engines opposing each
ather, shie canturn in her own length

Modern feel
Aceessed by & huge rransparen door
Henked either side by windows to allow
an upkroken sighitline from the interion
to the cockpat, the saloon has a rmodern
leel thanketoinielligent use of space
and the stainless steel amd Hght ook
fictings Torport is & hupe L-shaped
galley, veith plentyof stownge. There oe
rwin b, fridges here, plusan exir
fridge in the cockpt fara few cold
heers. Thee workiops area thin layeral
Corian laminsted toa lghtweight
Foa - ol diphsi e

Opposite (o starboprd isa kg 7]

The cockpit offers a generous space to relax—you can
even lift the seats to create armchairs in port
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ON TEST

drmined wet locker, while forwand af

thisisthe makn Ivlerior vidg space
withan L-shaped settes sumvaungiing &
lasge squiare Gable. There's plenty of
stowage uniderand hehind the settee
The nuystation, forwand 1o port. iz
theleast successfulanea inthe saloon
It gives anexcellent view forward ind i
well lnid out for electronic navigat kon
with plenty af space for inslrurments, a
comnputerand the breaker panel 1o ope
slele, bt b seemeadd 1o have provided
surh a hugo chart rabie without giving
miuih thought to paper navigation
Naneof the mubtiplicity of stowage:
spaces s hig enough for unfolded
chirte and the table {eself |s pitted with

CONCLUSION

rl.lnl.-h’- —the resuli 15 a surface full of
aps Instead of the smooth, unhroken
area neeced for chartwork

Our tost boat’s hulls were Inid our
-uop_tr:ul ey e wid Fuess arens, with
thie guiest bl to port. This has two
cabins, bothenaulie. The forward cabin
hasa trinngular dowble berth with a
aprung, slatied base, asfound opall
berths on board. Stowage s well
;:am'.-kiorl for. The ensuite heads and
shower has plenty of headroom and s
Aneasy melEan ane-piece maukding

The aft cabincan bed twinor doubls
- h'!.' |'|l|||lhql' samme Rl boards across
Ui izl Eowiny Belweedn Uie lwo berths
Onoe again stowage B exoelbin

Crossing (o starboard, the owner's
Freall Bras b desuble cabin aft with
a writing on dressing abie forwand of
thusr, Thie Forwand par of the bl
houses more hanging space, 4 washing
e iee ind a ||l|g1.1 ;1L4|1r|r||i|'lu'.3|]!
and shower, apain finished in thin
Corlan, The shower is separaied from
th heads ares by a frosted green door,
wrud B almilir sive to o standord
damiestic shower stall

!Cnnclusion

Larftsstylish [CIEHT

reading Bghts in amioit and should afiow gwmir
the saloan. st gk o mocinlise whie g
Above: the helm ach plesty of prvate spare. From
position e sl suatuidhe th y

well out an the modem and will certaimly
Fuilds for goad grvend im Mar o
wisihility
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